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WHAT’S IN YOUR GRAPEVINE 

 

    Editor: Cora Weaver   E: cora.weaver@talktalk.net 

    The Grapevine will be posted online in the last week of January; March, May, July,                                  

September and November.  

Articles for inclusion need to be with the editor by 15th day of those months. 
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  *   LANDLINES IN THE U.K ARE GOING DIGITAL  IN       * 

      JANUARY 2027.  IF YOU USE A LANDLINE, DON’T BE  

     CAUGHT OUT - READ PAGE 14.  



 

GUARLFORD 
Churchwarden: David Fellows                                 Verger: Vacant 

Malvern Hills Trust representative: David Fellows 

Parish Council:  Clerk: Mrs Gill Hollick, 2 Bamford Close, Guarlford WR13 6PF     

                       Mob. 07816 533 251           E: parishclerkguarlford@gmail.com   

Parish Path Warden: David Fellows, Green Fields, Rectory Lane,  Guarlford   

                           Tel: 01684 574243       

Tree Warden: Rev. Peter Hughes       

Chairman, Village Hall Committee: Phil Thomas 

Village Hall: E: guarlfordvillagehall@gmail.com        

Village Hall Website:-  https://guarlfordvillagehall.co.uk/ - look in here for The    

                                     Grapevine online 
 

W.I :  meets 7.30, Guarlford Village Hall, second  Tuesday in the month.  All welcome. 

President: Caroll Murphy  07812 153872               Secretary: Ann Johnson      

E: guarlfordsec@ wfedwi.org.uk 
 

Madresfield 
Bell Ringing: Practice Mondays 7.30 at Madresfield Church;  contact Geoff Titmuss    

01684 572495  

Churchwardens: Mr Christopher Bennett, Hayswood Farm, Madresfield, 01684 891047;  

Mrs Elizabeth Palmer,  33 Hall Green Close, WR14 3QY     01684 575914 

Secretary:  Wendy Palmer  01684 899223  E: wendy.palmer@outlook.com 

Treasurer:  Situation vacant from Spring 2024 - church finance’s enquiries to The Vicar.  

Cricket Club:  Secretary: Peter Hughes, Holly Lodge, Madresfield 01684 572649  

Early Years Centre www.meyc.co.uk 01684 574378 (9am-2pm)  

                                       Mrs Alice Bennett 01684 574378  
 

Movement Club: Children’s gym, dance, drama and ballet 01684 574378  

Parish Council: Clerk: Mr David Sharp, 20 Farley Road, Malvern Link  01684 573213  

                        E: mrdasharp@btinternet.com  

Madresfield C E Primary School:  Head of School: Mrs Rebecca Hibell   01684 573620  

                                       E: office@madresfield.dowmat.education  
 

Friends of Madresfield School : Chairman: Rebecca Perkins; Secretary, Helena Barley; 

Treasurer, Lavinia Macdonald 
 

Madresfield Club : Secretary, Mrs Jo Morgan 01684 573363  
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Madresfield contd. 

Parent & Toddler Club: Tuesdays 11-12; Gymini classes throughout Wednesdays;   

Holiday Play Schemes;  After School Collection & Care  

Babies to PreSchool Care 8am-6pm daily  
 

Movement Club:  Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at Madresfield Early Years Centre  

01684 574378. 

Parent & Toddler Groups run daily in term time at Madresfield Early Years Centre  

01684 574378   or  Mrs Elaine Ward  01684 565714. 
 

Newland 
Malvern Hills Trust representative: David Reynolds  

Parish Council: Clerk: J. Barker 07539 605 118         E: newlandpc1@gmail.com 

Newland Parish Council meets bi-monthly at 7pm on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at The 

Beauchamp Community (January, March, May, July, September, November) 

Community Support Officer: PC Dee Stanley  

County & District Councillor: Tom Wells, 27 Upton Road, Callow End  WR2 4TY  

Tel: 01905 831752     07702 996203          E: talwells@btinternet.com  
 

Malvern Hills Trust: Chase representative:  Richard Fowler 

Malvern Hub: for reporting abandoned cars and flytipping 01684 862151  

Meditation Group  meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 2pm  01905 831048  

Parochial Church Council: Rector -  Rev. Gary Crellin  01905 830270       

E: revgarycrellin@gmail.com  
 

Vice Chairman: Mrs Elizabeth Palmer  33 Hall Green Close, WR14 3QY 01684 575914 
 

Parishes’ Administrator: Liz Edwards, 07726 927 046  E: oldhillsmalvern@gmail.com 
 

PCC Secretary: Ginny Pavey     E: virginiapavey@btinternet.com 
 

Parish Website:     www.oldhillsmalvern.co.uk 

 

WHERE TO FIND THE GRAPEVINE ONLINE  

  * https://guarlfordvillagehall.co.uk/ 

  * Google ‘The Grapevine parish Magazine’ then look out for Old Hills Malvern  

  * www.madresfieldschool.net         

  * https://www.beauchampstleonard.org      

  * https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish/Publications.aspx?ParishID=94  
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Guarlford Village Hall Refurbishment Completed! 
Guarlford Village Hall’s major refurbishment project has finally reached completion.  On Saturday, 6th 

June, the Chair of the Trustees, Phil Thomas, welcomed everyone to the hall for the opening of the last 

phase of the project. 

 

The final room at the hall, to be known as The Peter Mayner 

Room in memory of the late Dr. Peter Mayner of Cherry 

Orchard, Guarlford,  was officially opened by Becca Mayner, 

accompanied by her family.   

                                

After the ribbon cutting ceremony, Mike Huskinson, chair of 

Guarlford Parish Council, shared his memories of the late 

Doctor Mayner and reflected on the valuable contribution he 

had made to the local community. 

 

A toast was made to the memory of Peter Mayner and the good 

health of his family before everyone enjoyed an afternoon tea  
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The Opening Ceremony 

 

This new cosy room, which has its own kitchenette, will 

be available for hire and will be ideal for small group 

meetings or as a treatment room.   

Contact the Secretary, Gill Hollick for more details 

              guarlfordvillagehall@gmail.com  

mailto:guarlfordvillagehall@gmail.com
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 Guarlford Village Hall 
Programme of Events 

2026 / 2027 

More details for each event  will be sent out on separate flyers.  

If you would like to be added to the mailing list, send an email to 

guarlfordvillagehall@gmail.com 



 

 
 

In June, Guarlford WI celebrated its 85th birthday and we enjoyed a 

French evening. Members were welcomed to our village hall which 

was decorated with many tricolours 

and red, white and blue bunting. A 

table was beautifully set out for 

supper, a delicious buffet of patés, 

cheeses, and tasty salads, followed by strawberries, 

cream and French cakes. Members dressed in red, white 

and blue for the evening, and we had a fun quiz and a 

game of boules. In all a very enjoyable evening. 
 

                                                                                                     Rosemary McCullough 

 

 

 

 

In July, Dorothy Cook gave an excellent talk about her career as a 

midwife. Dorothy trained as a nurse in Glasgow before undertaking her 

training as a midwife. She explained that it was expected that newly 

qualified nurses would specialise, and she fell in love with the uniform 

of a midwife, especially the cloak. Dorothy quickly came to realise that 

this was the profession for her and has thoroughly enjoyed her career. 

Over her 49 years in midwifery Dorothy has delivered over 4,000 

babies. We heard many entertaining anecdotes about deliveries and her 

life as a midwife in the UK and Oman where she worked for 16 months. 

We enjoyed an entertaining and informative talk, thank you Dorothy. 
  

                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                 Ann Johnson 

 

In August our speaker will be Freddy Naftel, talking about great film music, and our September speaker 

will be Jill Salmons, whose talk is entitled ‘Masquerades and Medicine Men, experiences in West 

Africa’. 

 

 

Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7.30, in Guarlford 

Village Hall. 
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GUARLFORD WI News  

 

Paula Parsonage  

 



 

Old Hills Malvern with Christchurch Malvern Churches 

August 2026 Pastoral Letter 

There is something rather special about August. For many, it is a month 

of holidays, family gatherings and the chance - hopefully - to slow the 

pace of life for a while. It is a season of journeys, whether to the coast, 

the countryside or somewhere a little further afield. This summer has 

reminded us of both the beauty and the fragility of God's creation. Here 

in the UK, we have experienced periods of intense heat, while across 

parts of Spain and France devastating wildfires have destroyed homes, 

livelihoods and precious countryside, disrupting holidays and bringing 

heartache to many communities. Our prayers remain with all those 

affected, and with the emergency services responding with such courage. 

Yet there have also been moments that have lifted our spirits. 

Wimbledon and the World Cup - and right now the slimmed down Commonwealth Games in Glasgow- 

have brought excitement, encouragement and a welcome sense of togetherness. At a time when the world 

continues to face conflict and uncertainty, and as we adjust to a new 

Government at home, such moments remind us that hope and 

community still matter. 

Journeys have featured quite a lot in my thinking recently. We recently 

celebrated St James’ Day at Callow End Church, whose shrine at 

Santiago de Compostela has drawn pilgrims for centuries. Before long, I 

shall be making my own journey there once again. I should confess that 

my pilgrimage is rather less strenuous than many. It involves a cruise 

ship and a coach rather than weeks of walking across northern Spain. 

Even so, each visit reminds me that life itself is a journey of faith. The 

important question is not simply where we are going, but who is 

travelling with us. 

That thought has stayed with me as I have looked back over the life of 

our churches this year. Concerts, exhibitions, community events and 

worship have brought hundreds of people through our doors. Along the 

way we have shared countless conversations over tea- and, I suspect, 

enough cake to have fed the five thousand! Every event has reminded me 

that our churches are not museums but places of welcome, belonging and hope at the heart of our 

communities. 

One of my favourite verses from Isaiah begins with a simple invitation: ‘Come, all you who are 

thirsty."‘People are thirsty in many different ways - for friendship, peace, purpose or simply someone to 

listen. Whether someone joins us for worship, visits a community event or steps into church for a few 

moments of quiet, my hope is that they discover something of God's generous welcome. 

There has been another cause for thanksgiving too. We have now received permission for the next stage 

of the process to undertake the long-awaited repairs to the south roof at St Peter's, Powick. Caring for our 

church buildings is never simply about preserving old stones; it is about ensuring that these places of 

prayer and welcome continue serving future generations. 

As August unfolds, I hope you find time to rest and be refreshed. Wherever your journey takes you this 

summer, remember that Christ walks beside you. We never travel alone. 

With every blessing,    

     Rev Gary 
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Santiago de Compostela 

Archcathedral Basilica is the 

burial place of St James the 

Great, one of Christ’s apostles. 
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Newland News   

Due to the hot weather, the grass has gone brown and looks so sad, but the Catalpa 

tree has still blossomed and then provided a lot of shade for us to enjoy time 

outside, without getting too hot. 

On a personal note, my lovely Mum passed away at the end of June, and it has left a 

big hole in my world even more so than I thought it would. Mum June Tilt was born 

in the Black Country, the industrial area around Dudley, just before the Second 

World War and one of her earliest memories was of the search lights tracking Luftwaffe bombers in the 

sky as she ran down the garden with her mother and little sister to the air raid shelter. One of the bombs 

fell on a house in their road instead of the factories across main road that run along the end of their street. 

After leaving school at 15, she worked a variety of shop jobs in central Birmingham, discovering a love of 

reading on the train to and from work. 

Mum joined the army where she met my dad; she had to leave the army when she married. (A rule that did 

not change until the 1990s.) After living all over with Army postings, we ended up in Malvern running a 

restaurant in Great Malvern. Mum moved away for a while to Redditch when she married her second 

husband but came back when the marriage failed. 

After living at some 20 odd addresses, she found peace and a sense of community when she moved to the 

Beauchamp community in 2010. Mum always described living here as her reward for all the chaos of her 

life. 

Mum had many creative hobbies in her life including painting on porcelain, drawing, knitting and 

upholstery.  

Mum had been my travel companion; we visited many places together and I found the photo albums to 

prove it while clearing her flat. Her death has been met with great sadness by all who knew her. One thing 

that has kept me happy is the knowledge that I insisted that she have a birthday party in the Boardroom, 

the Saturday before her birthday and I try to hang on to the image of her laughing and greeting everyone as 

they arrived with cards and presents. 

 

 

 

Life will gradually 

return to some kind 

of normal, and I 

know that deep down 

inside but for now it 

goes on day to day. 

 

 

Jane Tinklin 
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  PLEASE NOTE that, like hairdressers, butchers and European museums,  

                            Rev Gary's normal day off is Monday.  

If you have to dial 999 or 112 and cannot speak 

Dial 55  

You can be found from your dialling location.  

 

Guarlford Village Hall is available for hire for  

small gatherings.    

For more information contact  

Gill Hollick on  07816 533 251 

Financial Help for Those in Need 

The Madresfield Relief in Need Charity is an ancient 

charity for the benefit of those living in the ancient parish of 

Madresfield with Newland. The charity is overseen by the 

Charity Commission and managed by local trustees 

including Rev Gary Crellin. 

The Covid pandemic has made life very tough for many. 

The trustees would like to help anyone within our parishes 

who needs support during this very challenging time.  

If you would like to apply for financial support, please 

contact Rev Gary Crellin through the contact details below.  

 All applications will be treated in strict confidence.   

   To make an application please contact: 

Rev Gary Crellin, The Vicarage, 31 The Greenway, Colletts 

Green, Powick WR2 4RZ 

   Email:  revgarycrellin@gmail.com 


